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Thank YOU!
• Thank you for presenting your research or project 

at AEG’s Annual Meeting
• Our meetings are well 

attended thanks to our 
fantastic presentations!



When your Abstract is Accepted
• Presenters notified in June
• Register for the meeting using the 

Speaker Discount Code sent by Heather
• Attend the Speaker / Moderator Breakfast 

(at no charge) on the day of your presentation 
– 6:30-7:30am (set your alarm!)

• Introduce yourself to the Moderator during the 
breakfast (at table reserved for your session)

• Upload your slideshow



Presentation Nuts & Bolts
• Acceptable formats: 

– Powerpoint, Keynote, or pdf slideshow presentation
– Widescreen format will fill the projection screen (16:9)

• *Upload your presentation in advance*
– Email heather@aegweb.org for DropBox access
– Do not expect to load on computer right before you are 

scheduled to speak

mailto:Heather@aegweb.org


Moderator Duties / Responsibilities
• Will contact you in late August or early September 
• Moderator is responsible for keeping 

session on time
• May give a short introduction for you 

(name / affiliation / presentation title) 
• Has been instructed to cut you off if you exceed 

your time!



Pronoun badge stickers
• All participants are encouraged to 

self-identify pronouns through a 
badge sticker

• Moderator should ensure they’re 
using the proper pronoun for 
presenter 
& ask for name pronunciation

• Help moderator pronounce your 
name so they don’t guess



Your Presentation Time
• Unless you have a pre-scheduled longer talk time, 

presenter has a strict 20 minute time limit
• Intended to include: 

– Transition for moderator to load your presentation & do 
a brief introduction (1 minute)

– Your presentation (15 minutes)
– Question / Answer period (2-3 minutes)



Electronic Timer

• Green light until 16 min
• Yellow from 16-18 mins
• Red at 18 mins 

– absolutely stop talking or responding 
to questions

• Presenter will see time at podium
• Lights viewable to audience



Great Presentations
• Plan for 1 minute per slide = 15 slides
• Allow enough prep time to edit & practice!
• Embedded videos can be difficult

– plan to load & practice this feature when your slides 
are loaded onto the presentation room’s computer 
(at Breakfast)

– Plan to skip or make alternate arrangements if your 
video does not operate properly



Write your “story” before creating slides
• Review what you wrote in your abstract
• Personal introduction – why should audience 

listen to you? Your role in project / research. 
• What was done, by whom, where
• Anything outstanding / groundbreaking / unusual

results?
• Specific takeaway for your audience to remember



Consider your Font & Colors 
• Different Colors & FONTS Look 

like Graffiti and are distracting
• Avoid yellow it’s difficult to read on the screen
• UPPERCASE TEXT IS INTERPRETED AS YELLING!
• Using Comic Sans or handwriting 

evokes a less professional tone
• PT Mono or typewriter are boring

• Avoid too small  or too large 30 point is good



Color & Font Choices

• Red / Green color blindness is common (avoid 
red text on a black background)

• Non-serif fonts appear more clearly at a 
distance

• Calibri, Arial, Lucida = non-serif
• Garamond, Times New Roman = serif



Tips on Font variations
• Powerpoint versions have different font choices 

& vary from machine to machine
– Examples: 365 / Mac desktop / Windows desktop

• Fonts often look different after loading
presentation onto computers at the hotel

• Flip through presentation during breakfast to
ensure font appearance & text size is acceptable



Avoid Distracting Transitions

• Avoid 
• distracting 
• bullet 
• advancements
• or too many different transitions (this slide 

plays with multiple distracting transitions)



Too much text on a Slide
• Practice your talk without reading all the words on 

each bullet point. Use text as a reminder, not script. 
• Try not to encroach on the border of the slides.
• It’s okay to have short ideas, just don’t plan to read 

your speech entirely off your screen. 
• Does this slide look like something you would want to 

watch for 15 minutes? (hint: no, it’s boring)
• Limit slides to 20-30 words on the page, more than 

this is too much! (this has 91 words including header). 



Consider even spacing between photos
• Avoid uneven gaps & 

“trapped space” 



This looks better!



Including website references? 
• Don’t type a link… 

https://qr.io/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=11398459434&gbraid=0A
AAAAC6IOXIbrmHAaI4sCSGnCFtxA33uk&gclid=CjwKCAjwx7LSBhB3EiwAjco
dxJw3rP6eYN_AFmjw6oy3Hg8BUWy6vBfrEmnUUzwfQydbxpS4x3BuzhoCe
SYQAvD_BwE

Create a QR code instead!

(Ask audience to get out
phones in advance) 

https://qr.io/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=11398459434&gbraid=0AAAAAC6IOXIbrmHAaI4sCSGnCFtxA33uk&gclid=CjwKCAjwx7LSBhB3EiwAjcodxJw3rP6eYN_AFmjw6oy3Hg8BUWy6vBfrEmnUUzwfQydbxpS4x3BuzhoCeSYQAvD_BwE


Avoid Busy Data Tables
“I know you can’t read this…”



Photos 
& captions

soil hydraulic conductivity

1940 initiation zone 
verification

Include credits 
(Photo credit:

Jennifer Bauer, 2013)

soil shear strength

Consider 
variations on 
photo border 
effects for 
emphasis, or 
all the same 
to keep 
photos 
uniform



Layer photos on maps!

Rocky Branch 
Debris Flow

1983 Aerial Photo & Topo



Include a closing slide
• Ask for Questions (if you have time)
• Thank additional authors / contributors by listing 

names
• Include logos of company contributors
• Include your name & an email address 

for post-meeting questions
• Paste QR codes for important links 



Let’s stay healthy!
• Hotel ventilation varies from room to room

– Each year we have people get sick from Annual Meeting & 
travel to / from venue

• We’re mingling with 300+ people from all over & 
most have traveled on cramped airplanes

• Avoid others / mask recommended if you’re sick
• Registration refunds can be approved for serious 

illness



If your talk is pre-recorded
• Ensure you have informed Heather in advance
• Record your voice over slides & upload to Heather
• Presentation will be loaded on computer by 

Student volunteer & played by moderator
• Q&A portion of program will be difficult to 

accommodate  
– Suggestion: have participants contact you by email if they 

have questions



See you in Chattanooga!
Remember to register & reserve your hotel room
info at aegannualmeeting.org
• For registration questions contact 

AEG Headquarters: 
– manager@aegweb.org

• Heather is the best person to contact with 
additional meeting-specific questions:
– heather@aegweb.org

mailto:managers@aegweb.org
mailto:heather@aegweb.org

